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Coffee, Tea & Drink Ingredients 

July 14, 2011 

Coffee 

 

Since coffee is not produced in Japan, all 

coffee beans rely on imports. 

Main raw coffee bean import partners in 2010 

are 1st Brazil (123,073 tons), 2nd Colombia 

(79,060 tons) and 3rd Indonesia (59,068 tons) 

on a volume base. The import value is 116.4 

billion yen, and the number one share is 

Brazil (28.1%), 2nd Colombia (26.5%) and 3rd 

Guatemala (10.3%). In both volume and value, the top 3 countries make over 60% of the 

total amount. Importing countries add up to over 40. 

 

Coffee has become necessary for Japanese people's daily lives, and coffee consumption in 

Japan is stable. Also, since coffee has the same amount of polyphenol as red wine, its 

effects on health are getting attention. The import price of raw coffee beans fluctuates 

depending on the weather and speculation. Also, the exchange rate affects the price 

greatly, so it is hard to predict. On a quantity basis, although young people are not 

drinking much coffee due to the preference change and falling population, because there 

are more demand at homes and work places and coffee is starting to sell as a healthy 

drink, it is predicted to make a small growth. 

 

Regular coffee and instant coffee by country and import volume is as below. 

http://www.jma.or.jp/foodex/en/
http://www.jma.or.jp/foodex/en/
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Both the import volume of regular coffee and instant coffee is a few % and very small. 

 

 

 

With regular coffee, foreign companies are increasing its import and the import volume 

of raw bean was 7,510 tons, 1.7% of the total amount. Also, with imported coffee, there 

are end products for customers and intermediate products. In 2010, the import volume 

was 19,357 tons in raw bean quantity, 4.4% of the total amount. 

 

 

 

 

Tea 

 

Teas are imported in two different ways and one is where containers of net weight under 

3kg are directly imported and the other is where the bulk is imported as an ingredient of 

the tea. Most of green tea, black tea, and partly fermented tea are imported in bulk, and 

it takes up 80%~90% of each import volume. 

The main importing countries of black tea are China, Sri Lanka and India, and they are 

the top 3. These 3 countries make 87% (2010) of the whole import value. 

http://www.jma.or.jp/foodex/en/
http://www.jma.or.jp/foodex/en/
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 In Japan, black tea beverage industry is 

getting great attention. New products are 

being introduced, and the market is becoming 

active. The appeal is in the variety of types 

and flavor, along with reducing sugar to cut 

calories but have sweetness. Itoen's "Tea's 

Tea New York" sold 5 million boxes (120 

million bottles) in the first 11 months. The 

reason behind the success was its scent of fresh fruits and lightly sweetened taste. It 

shows consideration to health reducing its calories and cutting down 50% of the caffeine. 

As a result, it is getting support from both men and women in their 30s~40s along with 

people in their 20s. With the attention attracting domestic market in the background, 

the import value and quantity of tea in 2010 both increased 14% year to year doing very 

well. 

Next is the breakdown of imported direct packaging below 3kg and bulk by country . 

http://www.jma.or.jp/foodex/en/
http://www.jma.or.jp/foodex/en/
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